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NEW YORK STATE POLICE WALL OF HONOR

Since 1917, 158 New York State Troopers have given the ultimate sacrifice while serving
the people of New York. In 2021, we lost four members in the line of duty.

Zone Sergeant James G. Sweeney i March 6, 2021

Zone Sergeant James G. Sweeney, 68, died on March 6, 2021, from an
illness stemming from his assignment to the World Trade Center site
following the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.

After the events of 9/11, Zone Sergeant Sweeney was assigned to New
York City as part of the New York State Police Detail to aid with the
search and recovery efforts.

Zone Sergeant Sweeney joined the State Police on February 20, 1978,
and entered retirement on February 27, 2007, after 29 years of service.

Trooper Scott P. Enser i March 20, 2021

Trooper Scott P. Enser, 58, died on March 20, 2021, as a result of
cancer stemming from his assignment to the World Trade Center site
following the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2021.

Following the events of 9/11, Trooper Enser was assigned to aid with the
search and recovery efforts in New York City as part of the New York
State Police Detail.

Trooper Enser entered the State Police on October 2, 1989 and retired
on October 6, 2009.

He served the New York State Police for 20 years.




Trooper Joseph J. Gallagher T March 26, 2021

Trooper Joseph J. Gallagher, 38, died on March 26, 2021, three years
after being struck by a distracted driver.

On December 18, 2017, Trooper Gallagher was assisting a disabled
motorist on the overpass from the Long Island Expressway to the
Sagtikos Parkway in Suffolk County. Trooper Gallagher was outside his
patrol vehicle setting up flares to direct traffic around the broken-down
car, when he was struck by a driver who was texting behind the wheel.
Trooper Gallagher was transported to Southside Hospital for treatment.

Due to his traumatic brain injury, Trooper Gallagher was awarded disability retirement on April 2, 2020.

Trooper Gallagher died on March 26, 2021, from the long-term negative effects on his health due to his
injuries from the crash.

Trooper Gallagher joined the State Police in 2014. He was a member of the U.S. Coast Guard prior to his
service with the State Police. He was last stationed at SP Brentwood.

Sergeant James J. Monda i August 22, 2021

On August 22, 2021, Sergeant James J. Monda died during his
assignment to a marine patrol on the Great Sacandaga Lake.

While at the Hudson River-Black River Regulating District Dock,
Sergeant Monda went into the water and did not resurface. A fellow State
Police member assigned to the marine patrol entered the water and
located Sergeant Monda. He was transported to Nathan Littauer Hospital
where he died. His cause of death was determined to be accidental due
to drowning.

Sergeant Monda, 45, joined the State Police in September 2002 and
served with the State Police for 18 years. Sergeant Monda served most
of his career in Troop G, his last assignment was SP Princetown.




TROOPERS SHOT A WEEK APART IN TROOP C

In the month of June, two members were shot and a third was injured just two weeks apart.

On June 9, 2021, Trooper Rebecca Seager, SP
Binghamton, responded to assist troopers with a welfare
check in the town of Colesville. The suspect, 34-year-old
Jason D. Johnson, was armed with a rifle and had already
fired shots toward responding officers. After arriving on
the scene, Trooper Seager stopped a vehicle and warned
the occupants that the road was closed and to leave the
area. As Trooper Seager returned to her patrol vehicle,
she was shot in the hip by Johnson. A Broome County
Sheriffbés D e p uTropper t Seager stp arr t e d
ambulance, which then brought her to Wilson Hospital for
treatment.

Suspect Johnson exchanged gunfire with other members of law enforcement, and another State Police
member, Sergeant Bryan Meehan, was struck and wounded by shrapnel. Johnson eluded law enforcement
for 21-hours before he was taken into custody and eventually charged with three counts of attempted
murder 1%t degree. His father, David Johnson, was also charged with tampering with physical evidence.

On August 15, 2022, a Broome County jury found Jason Johnson guilty.

A grand jury indicted Johnson on three counts of Attempted Murder 1st degree, and his father, David
Johnson, was later charged with Tampering with Physical Evidence.

Trooper Seager and Sergeant Meehan have both returned to work.
Second Shooting

On June 23, 2021, Trooper Ryan Thorp, SP Deposit, responded to a domestic dispute at a home in the
village of Deposit. While inside his residence, suspect, 44-year-old Scott A. Mawhiney was armed with a
shotgun and shot at Trooper Thorp and his patrol vehicle. Trooper Thorp sustained injuries to his arm
and was transported to Wilson Hospital where he underwent surgery. Mawhiney was taken into custody
at the residence and charged with attempted murder 1st degree. Following his conviction, on February 4,
2022, Mawhiney was sentenced to 30 years to life in state prison. Trooper Thorp has returned to work.



COVID-19 RESPONSE

The EMS Office within the New York State Police responded to the COVID-19 pandemic by becoming
qualified by the New York State Department of Health and New York Bureau of Emergency Medical
Services to acquire and administer COVID-19 vaccines.

In February of 2021, the New York State Police Academy
t in Albany set up a COVID-19 vaccination point of
- distribution and nearly 1,600 first and second doses of the
| Moderna COVID-19 vaccine were administered to Division
L members and other first responders. At the time, the
vaccine was in very limited supply, and there were strict
rules associated with the storage and administration of the
vaccine. The project faced numerous hurdles including
limited staffing, lack of resources and infrastructure, and
an extremely challenging timetable of seven days from the
time the vaccine doses were received until they needed to
, be administered. The Academy vaccination point of
Li/um distribution was spun up with very short notice and
- efficiently administered over 1550 doses of vaccine. The
POD vaccinated 781 people in the first round in February and 778 in the second round in March.

In April of 2021, Troopers partnered with the Columbia
County Department of Health to vaccinate more than
100 people who were unable to travel from their homes
to a vaccination site.

Two months later, in June, Troopers provided vaccines
to homebound residents in Delaware County, with the
assistance of the county department of health.




BASIC SCHOOL GRADUATION

On September 13, 2021, the class of the 210th session of the Basic School commenced with 250
Recruit Troopers. The class graduated on March 23, 2022.

The Basic School for New York State Troopers consists of 27 weeks of training. It is one of the most
comprehensive law enforcement recruit training programs in the country and is designed to provide newly
appointed Troopers with the academic foundation, physical fitness and technical skills necessary to perform
their complex, varied police duties with professionalism and excellence.

Basic School training is residential; recruits are required to live at the Academy. Class sizes have ranged
from 50 to more than 250 recruits, depending upon departmental needs and budgetary considerations.
Each student's commitment is constantly tested by the school's demanding and rigorous college-level
program.

To graduate, a recruit must successfully complete more than 1,095 hours of training provided by certified
law enforcement professionals and members of the New York State Police.
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ACADEMY

In 2021, the New York State Police Academy and staff continued to provide training resources across a
wide range of topics to State Police members, police officers from other agencies, and various members
of the criminal justice community despite the necessary public health restrictions implemented because of
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

In 2021, the NYSP BCI training unit created and facilitated a new Covert Operations school, which was
attended by over 100 members. The BCI training unit also hosted the first ever Crypto Currency Seminar,
which was attended by over 80 law enforcement officials, and followed up with a Crypto Currency
Webinar two months later.

The New York State Police Forensic Video/Multimedia Services Unit experienced workload increases in
all sections of the unit. The section provided analysis to the largest number of homicide cases in its
history. With additional state of the art digital evidence tools, the section provided successful facial and
vehicle identifications in 18 cases where no suspects were initially identified. The Forensic Section also
provided photogrammetry testing in nine cases to requesting agencies across the State.

The Video Production Section completed 27 full-length video projects. Notable video projects included
recruitment campaign videos posted to social media, body worn camera orientation, firearms range
safety, hate crimes, implicit bias and debriefing to name a few.

In 2021, the New York State Police were required (per Executive Law 234) to create a Body Worn
Camera Program. This project was a large undertaking that required the implementation of new training.
At the conclusion of 2021, all Troopers and supervisors across the state, with the exception of Troops A
and E, had successfully completed body worn camera training.

With the implementation of the Body Worn Camera (BWC) program, Division also took the opportunity to
update its Conducted Energy Weapon (CEW) program by transitioning from the older X26P CEW to the
new Taser 7 CEW. This new taser features many upgrades that improve effectiveness, including
providing better options to the Troopers on the road as well as technology that allows the taser to
communicate with the BWC, resulting in a more comprehensive accounting of an incident. In a two-
phase rollout, 2,464 Troopers were trained and certified on the new taser and 842 of the new tasers were
distributed out to the field.



ADMINISTRATIONI CJIS AUDIT AND
COMPLIANCE UNIT

The New York State Police Criminal Justice Information Services Audit and Compliance Unit
assists field personnel by conducting a wide variety of audit, support, and search functions. The
unit, located in Division Headquarters, provides support for technologies used by field personnel
such as the Integrated Justice Portal. It is responsible for ensuring that agencies in New York
follow security requirements mandated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation by offering support,
training, and the completion of triennial system audits. The unit partners with the Division of
Criminal Justice Services to represent all users of the Portal in a national governance process to
ensure that the system and its functions are in compliance with all security standards.

One of the main functions of the unit is to conduct FBI mandated audits of New York State criminal justice
and non-criminal justice agencies with access to the portal, as outlined in the CJIS Security Policy. The
New York State Police is the CJIS Systems Agency (CSA) and works with DCJS, the State ID Bureau, to
coordinate the required audits. Approximately 4,000 agencies are audited on their use of the portal and
the policies associated with having access.

The audits are administered electronically by using the CJIS Audit Application. Each year of the three-year
audit cycle, approximately 1,300 agencies are audited. Agencies can be assigned from two to six different
audits, depending on their use of the portal. Another audit is conducted every two years to confirm agency
contact information. Formal audits are conducted to ensure compliance with applicable statutes,
regulations, and policies.

The unit handles the NCIC audit, NCIC i Limited Use Audit, IT Security Audit and the Biennial ORI
Validation Audit. The DCJS Office of Internal Audit handles the CHRI Audit, DMV Photo Audit, Lawman
Audit, NDEx Audit and non-criminal justice agency audits. Additionally, the unit addresses honcompliance
issues. Monthly newsletters are created to assist agencies with understanding the content addressed in the
audits. The philosophy of the unit is to train to compliance versus imposing sanctions.

One of the most valuable support functions of the unit is the Special Computer Application (SCA). SCA
searches use several applications to gain valuable information to assist in a variety of investigations. The
SCA team searches several restricted databases through the Department of Motor Vehicles, the FBI, the
International Justice and Public Safety Network and several internal NYSP applications. In 2020, the SCA
team completed 3,354 searches on multiple databases.

July 20211 The SCA unit was provided with a partial plate and a vehicle description from the ATF in
Virginia. The SCA unit was able to narrow down the list of possible vehicles to one vehicle. The SCA
unit reached out to NYSIC to obtain a photo of the registered owner of the vehicle identified. ATF in
Virginia was able to confirm that the registered owner was the driver of the vehicle in question. The SCA
unit, working with NYSIC, was able to confirm the suspect in question that assisted the ATF in Virginia
with closing their case.

August 2021 7 Amherst PD put in a special computer application of vehicle descriptors, no registration
information, for a hit and run accident. The SCA unit was able to identify two vehicles matching the
descriptors in the area. The detective on the case used the information provided to check thecount y 6 s
system to locate the driver of the hit and run. The driver had a diabetic episode when he hit the building

and drove away. With the efforts of the SCA unit, Amherst PD and Erie County Dispatch, the subject was

able to be located within an hour of the original hit and run accident.



Flights Conducted

AVIATION U N IT Assists to Law Enforcement

Emergency Medical Evacuations

The New York State Police Aviation Unit consists of four stations, including headquarters, which is
located at the Albany International Airport. The other stations are located at the Adirondack
Regional Airport (Saranac Lake), Stewart International Airport (Newburgh) and Greater Rochester
International Airport.

Aviation-Rochester: In January 2021, Troop A investigated a missing 43-year-old male from the town of
Clarence, but due to heavy snowfall the active ground search was discontinued. On April 27, 2021, Troop

A BCl requested Aviation-Roc hest er conduct an aerial sesumourddingpf t he

area. Pilots Sgt. Todd Hathaway and Sgt. Jim Bak conducted the search in Division helicopter 1H16,
utilizing its FLIR/camera system. Within 15 minutes of arrival, they located a deceased body in a wooded
area, ¥ mile west of the residence. SP Clarence UF and BCI personnel were directed to the body, which
was transported to the Erie County Medical Examiner's Office for autopsy. The autopsy positively identified
the deceased as the missing male and concluded that he committed suicide.

Aviation-Albany: During the week of May 17-20, 2021, Aviation-Albany and
Division Communications worked together to replace the entire renewable
power generating system atop Cathead Mountain, Hamilton County. Due to its
remote location, no commercial energy source is available. S/Sgt. Mark
Herdman, Mr. Marc Scelsi, and T/Sgt. Jerry Bowers configured multiple loads
of new equipment to be flown up the mountain and packaged the retrograde
material for removal off the summit. Utilizing Division Huey helicopters 1H61
and 1H74 to sling-load material under the aircraft, pilots Mr. Patrick Hogan and
T/Sgt. Andy Broderick, along with crew chief Captain David Kolb, flew 14.5 flight
hours to move over 25,000 Ibs. of personnel, equipment, and retrograde debris.
Division Communications personnel camped out atop the mountain for the week while they removed the
old system and installed the new one.

Aviation-Newburgh: In August 2021, Troop L-Major Crimes requested Aviation-Newburgh to assist with a
cold-case investigation regarding convicted serial killer Joel Rifkin. Pilots T/Sgt. Ron Potter and Mr. Ray
Giganti, along with Troop L Inv. Tiffany Atai, flew in Division helicopter 1H18 to search marshes in Long
Island and multiple riverways in NYC (Bronx and Manhattan) based on possible new leads developed by
producers of a documentary about Rifkin andthe murders. The helicopterés FLI
to search for undiscovered evidence as well as record footage of the NYC riverways for Rifkin himself to
review, to possibly identify areas linked to the cases that have not been searched in the past.

Aviation-Saranac Lake: On September 25, 2021, Troop B Zone 3 dispatch and NYS DEC received
notifications of an injured hiker atop Algonquin Mountain, Essex County. NYS Forest Rangers responded
to the scene and discovered a 53-year-old male with a significant hip injury rendering him unable to move
or walk. Aviation-Saranac Lake was requested to conduct a rescue hoist operation. Mr. Timothy Oropallo
(pilot) and a Forest Ranger responded to the location in Division helicopter 1H12. The aircrew were guided
into a suitable hoist location near the summit at about 5,000 feet above sea level. After locating the rescuers
on the ground, Mr. Oropallo maneuvered the aircraft into position and successfully completed a 75-foot
hoist of the injured hiker. The injured hiker was secured in the aircraft and flown to Saranac Lake for medical
attention.

R/ camer



BOMB DISPOSAL UNIT

The State Police Bomb Disposal unit currently has 11 FBI certified bomb technicians and is the
most active bomb disposal team in New York State. They are responsible for most of the upstate
geographic area and respond to calls for improvised explosive devices, recovered military
ordnance, commercial explosives and suspicious packages. Members are often assigned to high
profile events to provide operational standby and assist with pre-event security sweeps. Currently,
one trooper is an apprentice awaiting training at the FBI Hazardous Devices School. A new,
extensive selection process has been developed and is underway to formally select new members
to replace bomb technicians who will be retiring.

To increase response capability, the Bomb Disposal Unit has acquired small robotic units to allow for
examination of suspect packages and improvised explosive devices from a safe distance. This includes
both ground-based robots and unmanned aerial systems. This allows technicians to quickly respond to calls
for service with the tools necessary to complete their task while increasing their safety by allowing them to
maintain a safe stand off from the items of concern. Additionally, all members have completed internal
training that is based on the FBI Tactical Bomb Technician program to work effectively with tactical teams
during dynamic, hostile situations.

Four teams based at Albany, Batavia, Montgomery,
and Oneida are equipped with bomb transport
trailers and large robots to safely mitigate explosive
related incidents. Each technician is equipped with
personal response equipment in their vehicle which
includes X-Ray capability, bomb suits, disruptors
and a variety of other tools and other items.

State Police bomb technicians handled 409 total
calls for service in 2021. These include 43
suspicious packages, 161 recovery and safe
disposals of commercial explosives and military
ordnance as well as a variety of other events.

March 2021 - BDU members responded to assist BCI with a post blast investigation within the town of
Schaghticoke. An intended victim began backing out of his parking spot when he felt an explosion from
underneath his vehicle. Investigation determined that an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) was placed
under his vehicle ne ar the fuel tank which didnot functi
members along with the FBI were able to collect evidence from the scene which assisted in identifying and
arresting the subject responsible for this act. BDU members also recovered a wide variety of IED
components during the investigation.

on

September 2021 -BDU member s al ong with the Chemung County

Quantico, VA, successfully prosecuted a 26-year-old Elmira man for Criminal Possession of a Dangerous
Weapon 1st degree and Criminal Possession of a Weapon 3rd degree. The case was the conclusion of a
2019 incident where the subject was found to possess a RCIED (Radio Controlled Improvised Explosive
Device). The device contained over 1.5 pounds of explosive powder, remote detonation capability, and
over 100 shrapnel screws. The subject faces over 25 years in State Prison. He was well known to local
law enforcement and repeatedly threatened to do harm to law enforcement officers. BDU members
removed and preserved the explosive filler and made the item safe to be analyzed by lab experts, leading
to the successful prosecution of this complex case.

10
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BCI

The Computer Crime Unit and Computer Forensic Laboratory are comprised of over 50 members
and civilians stationed across the state who assist with local, county, state, and federal
investigations. In 2021, the CFL and CCU completed forensic examinations of digital evidence
associated with 1,370 cases.

April 2021 - Troop E CCU conducted an interview of a male suspect at his residence in relation to a tip
originating from the social media website Snapchat. Three items of electronic evidence were
subsequently secured and analyzed by Troop E - CCU. The forensic analysis yielded a substantial cache
of sexually explicit images and videos (30,000+). In addition, images of two additional live child victims at
locations in Batavia and Troy were also discovered. A collective investigation involving numerous stations
and investigators led to the arrest of three suspects who were all found to be sexually abusing children.

May 2021 - Geneva PD and NYSP Troop E investigated a homicide afterth e vi cti més body
Pennsylvania. The investigation focused on the time frame of March 2021. The CFL assisted with the
investigation and was able to conduct a forensic analysis on some of the technology in the case. Their
analysis helped investigators narrow down an accurate timeline. This information was crucial to the
investigation and assisted in building a case that eventually led to multiple arrests.

July 20211 The CFL was requested to assist with a cell phone seized as part of an investigation into sex
crimes that involved a child. A CFL civilian forensic analyst recovered a sexually explicit video that the
suspect had recorded on his personal device and subsequently deleted. Additionally, information
regarding possible additional victims was obtained and turned over to the investigators for further
investigation.

November 2021 - The Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task Force received a Cyber Tip reporting
what appeared to be self-produced images of unknown victims taken in 2019. A joint investigation by
ICAC, Troop F Computer Crime Unit (CCU), the Family Violence Unit (FVU), Child Protective Services
(CPS) and the United States Secret Service (USSS) led to the identification of the suspect and a search
warrant was executed at the residence. During the execution of the search warrant, explicit images were
located. The suspect was interviewed by members of Troop F CCU and FVU, which resulted in the
identification of two juvenile victims. The suspect was subsequently charged with several sex abuse
related crimes.

wa s



The Forensic Investigation Support Services (FISS) consists of four units of expertise: The Special
Victims Unit (SVU), the New York State Violent Crime Analysis Program (NYS ViCAP), the Medico-
Legal Investigations Unit (MIU) and the Cold Case Unit. FISS members provide investigative
support, training, and resources to law enforcement and social service agencies toward the
prevention, investigation, and prosecution of crimes against children, sexual offenses, domestic
violence, homicide and other violent crimes.

Staff from the SVU conduct law enforcement training at the New York State Police Academy and local
academies. SVU also hosts annual training seminars for law enforcement and social service agencies from
across the state and around the world. SVU plans and administers the annual Crimes Against Children
Seminar (CAC), which was not held this year because of the COVID pandemic, and the Colonel Henry F.
Williams Homicide Seminar (HFW) which was held in person.

The Divisiondéds annual Col onel Henry F. Williams Homici
long seminar featured nationally renowned speakers presenting instruction in topics including forensics,
DNA technology, cold case investigations, mass shooting investigations, and other case studies. The
seminar attracted 225 representatives from over 100 agencies across the United States, in addition to five
international attendees from four other countries, consisting of Austria, Malta, Luxembourg, and Lithuania.

The SVU al so manages New York Statedbs AMBER Alert Prog
casesthatmeetstr i ct activation criteria. Since the programbs
AMBER Alert system 104 times for cases involving 128 missing children. In 2021, the AMBER Alert system

was activated six times involving seven missing children. The AMBER Alert played a direct role in the

recovery of six of the seven children.

January 2021 - Town of Greece Police Department requested an AMBER Alert for a 5-year-old and 3-year-
old victim after the children were taken by two unknown males during a violent home invasion intended to
kidnap the children. Investigation led to the State of Alabama. The suspects were subsequently taken into
custody by the FBI and US Marshal Service. The non-custodial father and co-defendant were charged in
the case.

June 2021-NYPDb&s 32nd Precinct request ed-manth-old WdBrkdkterAl ert act
the child was taken by the non-custodial father during a violent domestic incident, in which the suspect

assaulted the pregnant mother of the child. After issuance oftheal er t , the suspectds famil
NYPD and assisted with the suspect leaving the child at a local firehouse unharmed. The suspect was

eventually located and arrested.

The Special Victims Unit participates in many multidisciplinary working groups and advisory boards related

to combatting child abuse, elder abuse, sex and human trafficking and sexual offenses. This includes the

New York State Childrenés Justice Task Force, t he Ne
Committee, Interagency Task Force (ITF) on Human Trafficking and ITF Youth Trafficking Subcommittee,

the New York State Coalition on Elder Abuse Advisory Board, the DCJS Missing Persons Cold Case Review

Panel, and the Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team. The NYSP SVU

continues to partner with all agencies and work in conjunction through the continuing pandemic.



ICAC Cybertips®

Cases
The New York State Internet Crimes Against
Children Task Force (NYS ICAC) is one of 61
ICAC Task Forces nationwide established to Arrests
develop and implement effective response
strategies to technology-facilitated child sexual exploitation, cyber enticement, and internet crimes
against children.

Subpoenas

The NYS ICAC Task Force was established in 1998 and has dozens of affiliate agencies representing
federal, county, and local law enforcement. Task Force members conduct criminal investigations based on
reports from the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC), public complaints and
undercover investigations. In addition to the criminal investigations, members of the task force provide
training to law enforcement, prosecutors, and the public.

August 2021 i A joint investigation with Homeland Security Investigations announced the sentencing of a
male suspect to 151 months federal imprisonment for violations of 18 USC 2252A, possession receipt, and
distribution of child pornography, to be followed by 15 years supervised release, and the payment of
$18,000 in restitution to victims of child exploitation. At the time of his arrest, the suspect was employed in
a position of public trust and employed by the New York State Office of Mental Health as a licensed Health
Care Aid at a state-run psychiatric center. On January 3, 2019, HSI Albany and NYSP participated in the
execution of a search warrant at the residence of the suspect in Richmondville, NY relating to the utilization
of Bit Torrent peer to peer software to distribute child pornography. During an interview on that occasion,
he admitted to distributing child pornography and maintaining a collection of child pornography. Resulting
forensic analysis of his cellular phone, computer, and tablet resulted in the discovery of thousands of
images of child pornography, many of which are considered violent child abuse images to include injured
and deceased children.

August 2021 - This ICAC case was initiated by Facebook when a CyberTip was submitted to the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children and received by ICAC. The CyberTip contained a single image
depicting child sexual abuse material which was uploaded from an account associated with a male suspect.
Multiple search warrants were executed by Cortland City Police Department and Troop C CCU. The
investigation revealed that a male and female suspect sexually abused their 3-year-old daughter when she
was an infant. In August 2021, it was announced that the female suspect will be serving 45 years in federal
prison. The male suspect was sentenced to 45 years in prison earlier in 2021.

October 2021 - A case was reported to ICAC by NCMEC as a CyberTip and a search warrant was executed,
and an arrest was made the next evening. The ICAC case, which resulted in an arrest of a 36-year-old
male, was a result of him sharing sexually explicit images of children on the social media platform Kik
(including a confirmed image of his niece). Based on his own admission, the man planned to sexually
abuse his son and niece the night of the arrest. Images and videos of prior sexual abuse with his children
were located on his cellular phone during on-scene preview. This case is now being transferred to an
Assistant United States Attorney and Federal charges are pending.

In 2021, the New York State ICAC Task Force adopted 7,416 cases and investigated 10,797 CyberTip line
reports from NCMEC.



CANINE UNIT

The New York State Police Canine Unit (K9) was first organized in 1975 when the Division sent its
first three members to Baltimore, Maryland. These three initial canine teams were specifically
trained in explosive detection in preparation for the 1976 and 1980 Olympics. State Police canines
are named after deceased members.

There are currently 78 working canines in the unit. The 78 teams include 30 explosives detection canines
with 11 handlers assigned to the Division Bomb Disposal Unit, 44 narcotics detection teams with 26 cross-
trained for cadaver detection. There are also four bloodhounds which are utilized solely for tracking persons.
In 2021 State Police Canines were involved in 4,583 events including but not limited to: searches for missing
people, searches for evidence and drugs and the apprehension of criminal suspects.

December 9, 2021 - Trooper Mark Bender, Troop D- N. Syracuse, was
contacted by the Madison County Sheriff's Department to request K9
assets for a home invasion investigation with gunshots being fired at the
homeowner from the suspects. Suspects fled in a vehicle and the
homeowner gave chase in his vehicle. During the chase, the suspects fired
shots at the pursuing homeowner. The suspects were stopped and taken
into custody by patrols on State Route 5 after units spotted the vehicle.
NYSP explosive detection K9 teams responded to the two incident
locations and conducted a K9 sweep for any firearms. None were located.
Trooper Bender and K9 Ada patrolled to the area of Route 5 in the town of
Sullivan where the suspect vehicle had traveled. Approximately a mile from
where the suspects were apprehended, K9 Ada alerted to an object in the
snow. The object found by K9 Ada was a black handgun and a magazine.

December 25, 2021 i A despondent elderly female in Lewiston took an

unknown quantity of pills, made suicidal statements to her husband, and

entered the thick wooded area behind her residence. Family members

searched the area and were unable to locate her. Almost two hours after

she initially went missing, Lewiston Police Officers, along with Trooper Scott

Brown and Trooper Michael Schmit with Division K9 Nugent of Troop A-

Niagara, were dispatched to locate the missing female. Trooper Brown

recognized that the woman was not dressed for the 40-degree weather and

would soon be in danger and took charge of the search effort. Trooper

Brown interviewed family members and notified a supervisor, requesting

State Police Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) be deployed.
Simultaneously, Trooper Schmit secured a pair
scent material and, along with K9 Nugent, started a K9 track of the missing

female. After a short time in the thick wooded area, K9 Nugent led Trooper

Schmit off the path to an unsearched area of the woods. K9 Nugent led the

pair to the female hiding under a tree. Observing the
notified Niagara County 911 to dispatch EMS and escorted the female out of the woods to the roadway,

where she was ultimately transported for treatment.




CCSERT Clandestine Lab Responses 261

The Contaminated Crime Scene Emergency Response Team (CCSERT) consists of four regional

teams that respond to actual, suspected, or perceived crime scenes in which chemical, biological,

explosive, radiological, or nuclear contamination or components may be present. CCSERT has 130

members, all certified Hazardous Material Technicians, who provide emergency response capability

to support law enforcement agencies when responding to contaminated crime scenes or hazardous
conditions

March 2021- The CCSERT Capital and South Teams conducted a
joint training exercise with the NY National Guard 2nd Civil Support
Team, Kingston Fire Department and the NY State Office of Fire
Prevention and Control. The exercise tested the abilities of the
teams to work together in an incident requiring CBRN (Chemical,
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear) threat response, assessment,
characterization, analysis, identification, and mitigation. CCSERT
members train frequently in order to ensure safety to the public as
well as officer safety during the emergency CCSERT operations.




COMMUNICATIONS

The NYSP Communications section is responsible for the management and support of the
Divisionbés statewide network of tel ephone, rads o syste
used to support the activities of sworn staff and civilian personnel. The Communications Section

is also tasked with providing communication capabilities at temporary emergency command post

locations on a 24/7 basis. The Division operates 14 dispatch centers across the state, with certain

locations serving as either a primary or secondary public safety answering point for E-911 and/or

Wireless-911 calls for service.

Radio Services Unit

The Radio Services Unit is responsible for the managem
infrastructure across the state. The unit also supports a fleet of Mobile Command Vehicles and deployable

equipment available to respond to critical incidents and special details. The vehicles, operated by trained

technical support staff, provide incident commanders with portable telephone, radio, data, video, and

satellite connectivity in a mobile office environment. Communications supported more than 46 Mobile

Command activations in 2021, covering 362 days - including nearly 210 days dedicated to supporting
communications operations at COVID-19 test sites.

Telephone Services Unit

The Telephone Services Unit is responsible for providing 24/7 support to t h e Di visionds v
telecommunications networks, serving hundreds of State Police facilities and special operations statewide.

The Unit provides direct support and management of dispatch facilities and special operations while serving

in a support role for locations served by NYS ITS.

Special Projects

Division Communications is in the process of making major updates to legacy radio, telephone and
emergency dispatch technologies. In 2021, Division Communications completed a power system upgrade
at the Cathead Mountain Radio Site, an off-grid radio and microwave communication facility in the
Adirondack Park, which relies on on-site renewable energy systems for primary power. Division
Communications is also undertaking an initiative to replace legacy radio equipment with modern,
interoperable, and digital-capable replacements to ensure that Troopers can reliably communicate with
other State Police resources and state and local partner agencies. Division Communications continues to
work to replace legacy telephone-based radio transmission lines with a modern Statewide IP-network that
will connect remote radio towers and our various dispatch locations in concert with the New York State
Department of Transportation, Office of Information Technology Services, and the New York State Thruway
Authority. Division Communications is also continuing development of a statewide Computer Aided
Dispatch system.



CR | M E LA B Forensic Investigation Center Cases 6, 908

Mid-Hudson Regional Lab Cases 2,113

The NYSP's Crime Laboratory System Southern Tier Regional Lab Cases 1,077
(CLS) provides statewide support to all
state criminal justice agencies with state-of-the-art forensic analytical and investigative capabilities
and expert testimony related to the investigation and resolution of criminal matters. The CLS has
four laboratories located across the state.

August 2021- The Evidence Receiving section initiated a pilot
program for a new electronic submission process using Prelog
in eJustice. Prelog allows submitters to enter case information
and print a barcoded submission form. When they arrive at the
lab to submit the evidence, staff scans the barcode on the form
and the information is electronically transferred from Prelog into
the labs LIMS system. This process greatly reduces the length
of time a submission takes at the lab, the number of forms
required and the number of transcription errors. The lab hopes
to expand the number of agencies using this program in 2022
and to electronically link the new State Police RMS program to
Prelog.

In 2021, the Seized Drugs section expanded its program to
differentiate between Cannabis and Hemp based upon the
concentration of THC found in the plant. This service is now
provided in the Mid-Hudson Satellite Crime Laboratory
(MHSCL) in Newburgh, N.Y., and the Southern Tier Satellite
Crime Laboratory (STSCL) in Port Crane, N.Y. This provides
an increased level of service for cannabis testing to all law
enforcement agencies throughout the state of New York.

August 2021- After passage of the NYS Sex Offense Legislation (Section 838-A) in 2016, the FIC received
over 2,100 older Sexual Offense Evidence Collection Kits that had been held by law enforcement agencies
across New York state, which far exceeded the original estimate of 800 kits. Since 2017, Biological Science
Casework staff have worked diligently to complete the Serology/DNA analysis on these older sex offense
kits, as well as process newly collected kits in a timely manner. In addition to analysis, the enactment of
this legislation resulted in hiring, training, lab and office area renovations and workflow improvements to
address and manage the volume of submissions. In August 2021, the Bioscience Casework staff eliminated
the older kit backlog. Due to the continued efforts of the Bioscience Casework staff to increase productivity,
in 2021 the overall case assignment backlog was reduced.



EMPLOYEE RELATIONS
EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

The Employee Assistance Program (EAP) is a semi-autonomous unit that provides 24/7, confidential
assistance to all employees, sworn and non-sworn, and their families, while also assisting outside law
enforcement agencies within the state that do not have their own Employee Assistance Program. Their
proactive approach to providing assistance and mental health awareness to our members has them
responding to all critical incidents, instructing at the academy, being present during social unrest and riots,
providing training to outside agencies, conducting critical incident stress debriefings, assisting retirees,
monitoring members impacted by COVID, contacting members on extended sick leave, managing funeral
services, aiding members impacted by WTC illnesses and serving as liaisons to NYSP surviving family
members.

EAP, unlike many units within the New York State Police, are not out fighting crime. The unit provides a
valuable service to all of our employees and their families. Concerned with the well-being and mental health
of our Troopers, EAP works to support, guide, and assist those on the road, fighting crime, keeping them
healthy enough to do so. EAP is an extremely important unit, that works in a confidential manner, taking
care of everyday stresses that result from our profession. Too often our employees ignore, or worse, suffer
in silence, when the things they see and experience in this line of work invade their happiness and
negatively affect their lives and the lives of those they love.

In 2021, the Employee Assistance program saw a spike in law enforcement and family member contacts
as a direct result of the social unrest, increased media exposure, and COVID19 related illness and
aftermath (both physical and emotional).

The Employee Assistance Program (EAP) consists of; A Director, 9 EAP Regional Coordinators, one
licensed Social Worker, and a network of vetted clinicians. Together, they support and further the culture
of the complete well-being of 5586 sworn and non-sworn employees, their families, and outside agencies.



HUMAN RESOUCES

BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION - CIVILIAN &
MEMBER HIRING

During 2021, the Human Resources Benefits Administration Unit continued their quality-of-service
reputation for providing all Division Members and Civilian employees with full access and guidance to both
their NY State and contractual employment benefits. The major benefit areas administered focus on
retirement, health insurance, w tiendarece. #\l6o, ticeoBerefésnUsnin t i o n
continued to serve both active and retired employees with applying for access to Federal and NY State

programs, that provide benefits rel at e dBenalitsddmpleted i ond s

the process of all work associated with off boarding 273 Members (221 into retirement) and 64 Civilian
Employees (36 into retirement), while conducting the benefits work generated with the hiring and on
boarding of new Academy Recruits and Civilian Staff.

The Civilian Hiring Unit held two (2) promotional exams for the competitive titles of Office Assistant 2
(Keyboarding), SG-9 and Office Assistant 3, SG-14. The exams were held on September 18, 2021.A total
of 144 employees signed up for the exams but only 120 employees sat for the exams. In 2021, a total of
18 people were hired in full-time positions statewide.

The Member Hiring Unit processed the appointment of the 210th Academy Class that consisted of 250 new
Troopers that commenced in September 2021 with an expected graduation date in March 2022. The
Member Hiring Unit transitioned the Trooper Entrance Examination from a paper and pencil test to a
computer-based testing model utilizing an outside vendor to facilitate the examination. The transition now
allows for applicants to test where they reside, work, and study with the flexibility of scheduling their
examination. There are 58 locations throughout New York state, 250+ locations throughout the United
States, and another 113 locations around the globe for military personnel.
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RECRUITMENT

From its inception, the Division of State Police has earned a reputation for excellence in service to the
people of the State of New York. The Division understands that to maintain this reputation, its membership
must be reflective of the racial, ethnic, and gender diversity of the communities it serves. With the goal of
creating a more diverse pool of applicants, Division re-imagined its recruitment program in 2021 making
the Trooper Entrance Exam more accessible, creating recruiting teams throughout the state, expanding its
community outreach and engagement, and implementing a comprehensive marketing strategy to reach
potential candidates. Thus far, these efforts have proven to be highly effective towards achieving a more
diverse agency.

July 2021 7 The Superintendent held the first in a series of meetings
with  community leaders throughout the state to build positive
relationships within the communities and across all cultural boundaries.
Starting in Buffalo, the Superintendent met with members of clergy,
elected officials, community-based organizations, the Urban League,
and the NAACP, to ask them to help identify the best candidates from
within their communities to become State Troopers. Division
understands that developing and strengthening these relationships,

- specifically within underserved communities, will be instrumental to
diversifying its workforce in the future. Meetings between the Superintendent, community leaders and other
stakeholders have generated connections in areas of the state that may not have been historically targeted
for recruitment. These meetings have allowed our recruiters to participate in the targeted recruitment of
protected parties and classes, and our military members.

September 2021 i State Police transitioned to a computer-based testing for the Trooper Entrance Exam.
From approximately February to September 2021, Division worked to balance costs with expanding
accessibility to candidates. Historically, a pencil-paper version of the exam was offered only once each
weekend during a single month in the Fall, once every four years at various testing locations throughout
the state, which proved to be cost-prohibitive for the agency and burdensome to some candidates. To
reduce administrative costs and increase test access, Division ended pencil-paper testing in September
2021 by switching to computer-based testing after selecting Pearson VUE to administer the exam. With
the move to computer-based testing, the exam was available at 54 testing locations within New York State,
250 testing locations throughout the United States, and on 112 military bases worldwide. Testing ran from
January 3, 2022, through April 30, 2022. Candidates had the flexibility to schedule their exam at their
convenience at any available Pearson Vue testing site.

September 2021 7 Recruiting teams are formed in 10 troops throughout the state. With the understanding
that the most effective form of recruiting is through interpersonal interaction, Division created 10 recruiting
teams statewide to engage potential candidates in neighborhoods where they reside and work, providing
them with opportunities to learn about becoming a trooper at both public and private events. Each team
consists of both full-time and part-time recruiters, who are often racially or ethnically reflective of the
communities that are served by Division. These recruiters are committed to finding the best, most diverse
pool of candidates possible.

December 2021 i Division recruitment implemented a comprehensive marketing campaign to support
recruitment efforts. The goal of the campaign was to raise awareness of the Trooper Entrance Exam and
motivate people to sign up. The campaign targets minority groups and women in the hopes of ultimately
increasing the number who apply and eventually get appointed as a State Trooper. The advertising
targeted social media, websites that cater to Black and Hispanic communities, and some video streaming
services. Ads are also running on buses in heavily populated urban areas, including New York City, Nassau
& Westchester Counties, and Rochester.



MOBILE FIELD UNIT

The Mobile Field Unit (MFU) is a specialized unit trained in restoring order when acts of civil protest
turn destructive or violent. MFU members are trained in advanced crowd management tactics using
unit level movements, less lethal munitions, and protestor device extraction training. Members of
the MFU are organized into five platoons of approximately 50 members led by a platoon Lieutenant.
Each platoon is purposed to be self-sufficient with its own less than lethal operators, EMS
personnel, a BCl arrest contingent and K9 assets.

The year 2021 was a year of transition and training for the MFU. An assessment of the deployments that
occurred over the 2020 calendar year revealed a need for more specialized training and an expansion of
the MFU force. One of the areas of need was chemical munitions instructors and operators. With this in
mind, the NYS Department of Correction and Community Supervision hosted a two-week DCJS certified
course for chemical agents with the goal of training 25 NYSP members as instructors. Following the
completion of the course, the State Police will now be able to train new instructors and operators internally
without the need of outside agency support.

The expansion of the MFU from five
platoons to eight was approved
during the Spring of 2021. These
new platoons will be allocated to
Troops C, E, and a combined NYC/L
team. Each new platoon will follow
the same format as previous
platoons with the goal of being self-
sufficient, but also having the ability
to seamlessly expand to a larger
detail with multiple platoons. With
this expansion in mind, the new
platoon lieutenants and sergeants

: - were invited to attend a three-day
intro course at the NYS Park Police Academy in Rensselaerville, NY, from November 2-4, 2021. The new
command staffs were introduced to the formations, commands, equipment, procedures, and capabilities
that they must master to lead their platoons. With this training completed, each of these new platoons
now has the capability to bring their own platoon online during the Spring of 2022.




N YS I C/J TT F Requests for Investigative Assistance 15,736

Intelligence Bulletins Disseminated 526

The New York State Intelligence Center (NYSIC) is the officially designated fusion center
for New York State. Since its opening in 2003, the New York State Intelligence Center has
promoted timely and accurate information exchange among New York law enforcement
agencies at the local, state, and federal level.

The NYSIC, a multi-agency, all-crimes fusion center, identifies, prevents, and protects New York against
emerging domestic and international terrorist and criminal threats through information collection, analysis,
and dissemination of intelligence. The NYSIC provides investigative and analytic resources, subject
matter expertise, and information in an effort to detect, prevent and respond to both criminal and terrorist
activity.

The NYSIC is comprised of two separate sections, the Counter Terrorism Center and Criminal

Intelligence Section, that work together to support the NYSIC mission. They are supported by the Counter

Terrorism Intelligence Unit and the Crime Analysis Center liaison members stationed throughout the

state. The members of these units work to advance the effectiveness and efficiency of New York State

|l aw enforcement agenciesd operations and services by a
This is accomplished through the collection and dissemination of both criminal and terrorism related

information.

The Joint Terrorism Task Force, JTFF, is a multi-jurisdictional task force managed by the FBI and
includes other federal, state, and local law enforcement partners. Together they act as an integrated force
to combat terrorism on a national and international scale. NYSP has a strong presence on the task force
and are assigned to the JTTF in NYC, Albany, and Buffalo.

July 20211 JTTF Albany requested CTC analytical support for their investigation into the

sale/purchase/manufacturing of firearms and explosives by an identified white supremacist and previously

convicted felon. In a matter of days, CTC sifted through thousands of data points related to location,

google searches, google devices, online purchases, IP addresses, images, and videos, and provided

JTTF with a detailed analysis of the subjectbds activit)
search warrants for him, his vehicles, and his residence. The analysis also assisted JTTF with the

planning and safe execution of the search warrant operation in early August. During the search warrant,

numerous illegal weapons and bomb making materials that were possessed by a convicted felon were

seized. The male subject was arrested and charged with illegal possession of a machine gun and

ammunition.

August 2021: CTIU-South along with Investigators from Troop NYC, Troop F, and the Pennsylvania

Attorney General 6s Offi ce ( GuhSHBY. Members coddactingt he Mor gant o
surveillance inside the gun show observed subjects purchase fifteen Polymer 80 ghost gun kits along with

extended magazines. The subjects then exited the gun show, entered a vehicle with New York plates

and left the area. The vehicle traveled to New Jersey, and members contacted the Port Authority Police

Department (PAPD) who initiated a stop in the Town of Weehawken. The PAPD secured a search

warrant for his vehiclebased on NYSP me mb.eAséasch of thevehicle eevealed fifeeen

Polymer 80 ghost gun kits including: lower receiver, barrel, slide and internal components, eight 15 round

magazines and six 33 round magazines. The PAPD placed the suspect under arrest, and he was held

without bail. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Newark Field Office opened an investigation into

the suspect. CTIU-Sout hds obser vat i on shelpeaddterceptd®ghdstiggnalicioree ski | | s
they could be used to commit crimes and perpetrate violence.



OEM Training Exercises 78

Emergency Operations Center Activations 63

The New York State Police Office of
Emergency Management (OEM) works in
collaboration with New York State OEM staff and liaisons with federal, state, and local partners to
enhance emergency preparedness and response capabilities throughout the state. The OEM
enables the Governor and senior staff to formulate the appropriate level of state support and
response during disasters and emergencies.

Field Deployments 99

In addition to training and preparedness activities, Division Members assigned to Emergency
Management were involved in the following major events: Tropical Storm Henri, The Great New York
State Fair, The National Baseball Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony and The Jones Beach Air Show.

DSP Liaison personnel continued to support pandemic operations and routine planned events and
responds to incidents as they occurred in 2021 including:

A Au g u s-tHurrc@ne ltla remnants caused flash flooding and disrupted transit in NYC
A Pr o eecutity at gver 35 COVID-19 test and vaccination sites

A Assisting wit personalprotettivs dquipmenttod 10 dnoopsand OEM regions
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PSB

The Professional Standards Bureau (PSB) has a wide range of responsibilities that further the
mission of Division. It is divided into two sections: Investigations and Audits.

Investigative Section

One of the primary responsibilities of the PSB is to ensure the prompt and thorough investigation of
allegations of misconduct by NYSP employees. In 2021, the PSB investigation section conducted 360
investigations with the final determination as follows:

FINAL DETERMINATION NUMBER OF INVESTIGATIONS
CLOSED BY INVESTIGATION 77
FOUNDED 99
UNFOUNDED 34
UNSUBSTANTIATED 22
PENDING 128
TOTAL 360

PSB staff also respond to critical incidents with troop and field command supervisory personnel. A critical
incident is defined as any action by a sworn member that results in serious physical injury or death to
another person.

Audit Section

The internal audit process is considered an essential tool for government accountability. The current internal
audit process allows us to comply with the mandates of the Internal Control Act by obtaining, analyzing and
evaluating information concerning the operations, administration and management of any troop, zone,
station, detail or section. This process helps identify strengths and weaknesses, and leads to instructions,

recommendations and/ or suggestions to improve Divisi

conducted 32 Division-level audits and seven Quality Control audits.

To maximize the success of our zero-tolerance policy regarding illegal drug use and drug/substance abuse,
the Division randomly screens all sworn members
testing standards have been designed to ensure
maintained, while simultaneously safeguarding the screening process. In 2021, the PSB Audit section
conducted a total of 1,677 urine tests and 328 hair tests broken down as follows:

Tests Administered Urine Tests Hair Tests
Member Random  Drug | 1,364 15

Tests

Probationary Trooper Tests 68 68
Recruit Trooper Tests* 245 245

Total 1,677 328

*|t should be noted that there were no Academy classes in the year 2021 which accounts for approximately
half of hair tests conducted. Typically, there are two Academy classes per year.

Early Intervention Program

The Early Intervention Program (EIP) is a progressive, remedial program, conducted under the oversight
of the Chief Inspector. It is a two-phase process, designed to identify members who demonstrate a pattern
of conduct in need of improvement. The program provides support to members in the form of counseling,
re-training, re-orientation or increased supervision. The EIP provides these resources with the intent to
prevent minor professional or personnel issues from becoming a larger concern.
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UNDERWATER RECOVERY TEAM

The New York State Police Underwater Recovery Team (URT) is the oldest and largest public safety
dive team in the United States. Operating since 1932, its 65 members are spread out over eight
troops in upstate New York and regularly provides specialized services to communities and law
enforcement agencies across the state and the Northeast. Eight team leaders are full time, while the
remainder of the team are part time divers who perform regular patrol and investigative duties when
not assigned to a dive operation. With a statewide fleet of 39 boats, including nine airboats, nine
inflatable swift water boats, and underwater electronic search equipment, the team can respond to
boat accidents, drownings, flood emergencies, swift water rescues and other water related
emergencies.

Throughout 2021, the URT conducted 264 recovery and training missions with over 1,500 dives and
recovered 24 drowning victims, eight pieces of evidence, 10 vehicles, and six weapons. On 35 occasions,
the URT assisted outside agencies with underwater recoveries. With swift water rescue as another mission,
the URT was called upon multiple times to respond to areas where flooding was a concern, conducting
numerous rescues. In addition to the URT missions that were conducted in 2021, the URT also conducted
a 10-week Novice Dive School and graduated 15 new divers. The NYSP is one of the only public safety
dive teams in the country that conducts its own initial diver training.

January 2021- The Troop K URT was requested to e
recover a vehicle from the Muscoot Reservoir that :
was located by the NYC DEP. After securing the _
vehicl eds br,dvkersfromWoopsKands

F recovered the vehicle, which was severely
deteriorated. It was determined that the vehicle was
associated with a missing persons case from 1989.
NYSP FIU processed the vehicle at the scene and
located human remains inside the vehicle.

May 2021- The Troop F URT was requested to
assist with a search for a missing boater on
Kauneonga Lake. The ma n
unoccupied on the shore of the lake with the throttle 53
still in the forward position and the gas tank empty, Z7

indicating that at some point the occupant may have fallen out while under operation. BCI canvassed the

residences around the lake and was able to obtain video showing the man operating the boat the night in
qguestion. URT members conducted a sonar searchfromth e manés boat and took
direction it was believed the subject had come from. After the first pass a target of interest was located and
subsequent passes confirmed that the target was in fact the missing person. URT divers then recovered
the man from a depth of 63 feet.

June 2021- The Troop A URT was requested to search a pond for a gun that was thrown into during a
hostage standoff on the Seneca Nation Indian Reservation. Troop A & E URT Members conducted line
searchesandlocate d t he weapon in the pond, approxi mat el

July 2021- On the evening of July 19, Troop B URT member Trooper Zachary Benson was on patrol when
a call for assistance on the Oswegatchie River came in. Five youths had been swimming near a defunct
dam when the water levels increased dramatically, and the swimmers could not get back to shore. With the
help of a local fireman, they were able to secure a line between the dam structure and shore. The two then
proceeded to assist in moving the swimmers one at a time across 70 feet of waste deep swift water and
safely onto shore.
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SI U Felony Charges 459

Currency Seized $4,302,761.04
The Special Investigations Unit (SIU) conducts and Vil eles Sl 6
supports investigations requiring specialized
investigative techniques and are often long-term and Firearms Seized 88
multi-jurisdictional. SIU has now expanded to include
the newly created Gun Trafficking Interdiction Unit
(GTIU).

Stolen Vehicles
Recovered

February 2021 - Membersof SIU Val hal |l a, with assistance from the Bror
of Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) investigated an organized criminal gambling organization that

controlled multiple illicit Bronx County gaming locations operating high stakes card games, sports wagering

and Joker Poker type machines. The investigation resulted in the execution of eleven search warrants

throughout the Bronx, Queens and Westchester counties which resulted in a significant seizure of over 40

electronic gambling machines and approximately $50,000 in currency. The shutdown of this operation had

a positive impact on these neighborhoods by decreasing the amount of violence, loansharking and other

criminal activity that was occurring.

March 2021 - Members of SIU Valhalla - Money Laundering Unit, who are federally deputized by the DEA
NYC Group D-43, were conducting surveillance of two previously encountered money launderers in the
NYC area. Following a brief outdoor meeting between the two, one suspect was surveilled as he traveled
to an apartment, known to investigators as the organization's "stash house," where he was observed
retrieving a small suitcase. During a V&T stop of his vehicle, the suitcase was found to contain approx.
$210,000 in bundled cash. A search warrant was subsequently executed on the "stash house" apartment
which resulted in the seizure of 50 kilos of cocaine, a .45 caliber handgun, and an additional $12,000 in
cash. In 2021, the MLU was responsible for the seizure of $3,904,399 because of their ongoing
investigations into money laundering organizations.

March 2021 -A j oi nt investigation conducted by SI U Albany a
Office led to the arrest of seven individuals, including one law enforcement officer, on multiple state charges

which included several counts of weapons and narcotics possession. The investigation ensued after

information was received that two brothers residing in Greene County along with an elected official were

believed to be involved in felony level distribution of cocaine. The investigation led to the execution of

multiple search warrants which resulted in the seizure of large amounts of cocaine, U.S currency, illegal

handguns, and assault weapons.

April 2021 7 Members of SIU Marcy alongwi t h t he ATF were requested by the
Office to launch an investigation into a man that was believed to be responsible for numerous shootings

within the county. After a three-month long investigation, the man was charged with multiple federal

charges, including Conspiracy to distribute more than 400 grams of Fentanyl. In addition to the Federal

Conspiracy charges, multiple State level charges were lodged pertaining to the some of the shootings. Five

other individuals were arrested federally. Four search warrants were executed resulting in over $45,000 in

U.S. currency being seized in addition to 12 firearms and hundreds of rounds of ammunition.



SORT

The Special Operations Response Team (SORT) supports the New York State Police with a tactical
response to critical events and other specialized assignments within the state of New York. SORT
duties include operations involving, counter-terrorism, disaster relief, hostage rescue, clandestine
labs, high risk/violent felony arrests, searching for escapees and wanted persons, searching for
lost or injured hikers, civil disturbance, high angle rope rescue, tactical patrol, barricaded persons,
and high-risk dignitary protection and escort.

The Special Operations Response Team was created in 1980 to provide a tactical response element for
the Winter Olympics in Lake Placid. There are currently five regional teams: Capital, North Central, South
Central, South and West. The teams are a full-time asset, providing their specialized services to
communities and law enforcement agencies across the state. Each Troop also has .308 Riflemen, available
to work with the SORT in certain critical incidents, and enhanced canine handlers cross trained to assist
SORT along with their canine partners. Special Operations Response Team duties include: counter
terrorism operations, disaster relief operations, hostage rescue, clandestine labs, high risk/violent felony
arrests, manhunts/ searches, high angle rope rescue, event security, barricaded suspects and high-risk
dignitary protection.

April 2021 7 SORT South Central was requested to respond to an armed suicidal subject in the town of
Barton. The subject was involved in a vehicle pursuit before his vehicle became disabled and caught on
fire at the end of a dead-end road. As the suspect (and his dog) fled on foot, fire quickly spread to the
surrounding woodlands. SORT, with assistance from Division Aviation, responded and began searching
structures and the actively burning forest into the night. At approximately 11:00 p.m., search operations
ceased, with fire personnel agreeing to commence firefighting operations in the morning. SORT responded
back to the scene to provide security for firefighters when a suspicious subject was spotted in the area.
SORT personnel quickly responded, taking the suspect into custody without incident. Additionally, SORT
personnel were able to secure and care for the suspect:

June 20211 SORT South Central was deployed to assist in locating an armed subject who shot a Trooper
with a rifle before fleeing into a wooded area in the town of Colesville. SORT responded, initially
establishing a Quick Response Team (QRT) and assisted in creating a perimeter while other assets arrived.
Once a Division Bloodhound arrived, SORT provided a team for the K-9 track, which led from the believed
shooting location to a mobile hunting camper where a rifle and ammunition were discovered. A security
element was left to watch over the camper and evidence until FIU was able to respond and secure the rifle,
which was later confirmed to be the weapon used in the attempted murder of a New York State Trooper.
SORT continued to track the suspect throughout the night while assisting the BCI with checking possible
residences and structures for the suspect. The following day, they responded to a possible sighting at a
local campground where they were able to positively identify the suspect and took him into custody without
incident.

September 2021 - SORT South was requested to assist the Forest Rangers at Cornell Crack in Slide
Wilderness in the town of Shandaken for a hoist rescue mission for an injured hiker. SORT members
skillfully inserted Forest Rangers from the hovering helicopter twice and then hoisted out the patient with a
broken leg through a narrow opening in the tree canopy. Their efforts minimized the pain and suffering
endured by the patient and spared a large team of personnel from having to carry him out approximately
four miles across steep terrain. The incident demonstrated exemplary teamwork between NYSP Aviation,
NYSP SORT, and the NYS Forest Rangers.



TROOP A Arrests 3,858

Calls for Service 52,510
Accidents 4,885

Total Vehicle and Traffic Tickets 91,325
Distracted Driving Tickets 2,088
Move Over Tickets 365

Troop A serves Allegany, Cattaraugus,
Chautauqua, Erie, Genesee, Niagara,
Orleans, and Wyoming Counties in the
western portion of New York State.

January 2021 - Troopers out of SP Niagara, responded to the southbound North Grand Island Bridge in
Niagara County for the report of a young girl walking in the roadway. With a U.S. Border Patrol Agent
slowing traffic, troopers attempted to engage her in conversation when she became fearful and moved
towards the edge of the bridge. Troopers quickly reacted to safely secure her and placed her in a troop
car. It was determined that she was a missing 12-year-old with special needs from Niagara Falls. The
young girl was turned over to Niagara Falls PD and returned to her family unharmed.

January 1, 2021 - Troopers out of SP Olean responded to a violent domestic incident dispatched by
Cattaraugus Sheriffoés Office in the town of Portville.
victim, a male suspect advanced towards troopers armed with a bow and arrow. Troopers gave several

commands to drop the weapon, and after he failed to comply a trooper discharged his division-issued

firearm striking the suspect who was taken into custody and transported to a hospital for injuries.

February 12, 2021 - Troopers out of SP Machias responded to a house fire
with a wheelchair-bound resident trapped. Troopers entered the home,
which was filled with smoke, and located the victim by her calls for help.
Troopers helped the victim out of the home, and she was treated by
medical personnel for smoke inhalation.

On June 8, 2021 - Troopers proactively began looking for a subject that was wanted by the Chautauqua

County Sheriffds Of f iTowmepersoabsermed thé suppect in a hehiclegamd patrols

attempted to stop him, but the suspect failed to comply, and a pursuit was initiated. The pursuit ended when

the fleeing suspectds vehicle rear ended an uninvolved
the town of Brant, Erie County. The male then exited the vehicle and held a pistol and a hammer to the

throat of a female hostage. A perimeter was established utilizing NYSP SORT, NYSP K9, .308, BCI,

Uni form Members, and Erie County Sh etiatiorfs bydhe St&a/Palice Af ter
Crisis Negotiations Unit, the wanted male released his hostage, and he was taken into custody without

incident.

OnJune 29,2021 -Col |l ins Troopers were contacted by the Senec.
regarding a vehicle located on a dead-end road on the Cattaraugus Indian Reservation in the town of Brant,

Erie County. An investigation revealed that a woman left her residence in Virginia to visit family in New

York. Due to suspicious circumstances, State Police and other agencies commenced a search. State Police

SORT, URT, K9, UAS units and Aviation assisted withthesearch. The mi ssing flecatedl e6s b o«
in a pond and the BCI arrested a Native American male for the murder.



TROOP B Arrests 3,664

Calls for Service 35,481
Accidents 5,298
Total Vehicle and Traffic Tickets 60,199

Distracted Driving Tickets 958
Move Over Tickets 467

Troop B serves counties in the northern portion of
New York State including Clinton, Essex, Franklin,
Hamilton, and St. Lawrence counties.

July 2021 7 SP Plattsburgh responded to a report of a
kidnapping in the town of Beekmantown. The victim was
out for a walk when the suspect forced her into a van,
drove a short distance and then forcibly raped her. After
a brief, intense multi-agency search, the suspect
was located and arrested. He was charged with Rape 15t degree, Kidnapping 2" degree, Criminal Mischief
4t degree, and two counts of Criminal Sexual Act 1stdegree.

August 2021 7 VGNET investigators received information that a St. Lawrence County resident was
unlawfully manufacturing ghost guns. A criminal investigation led to the suspected manufacturer in
possession of a 9mm ghost gun, ammunition, a silencer, and drugs. The suspect was charged with Criminal
Possession of a Weapon 2" degree, Criminal Possession of a Weapon 3™ degree, and Criminal
Possession of Controlled Substance 7t degree.

November 2021 7 SP Keeseville Troopers
responded to a reported robbery at Mountain
Valley Federal Credit Union in Keeseville by a
masked man who claimed to be armed. A multi-
agency response resul
apprehension within 90 minutes of the initial
report. The suspect confessed and led police to
the proceeds of the robbery. The already 3-time
convicted felon was charged was Robbery 1st
degree.

December 2021 i SP Gouverneur Troopers assisted DEC with a tractor larceny investigation. Troopers
were already working on several other larceny complaints in the area. Troopers located a stolen tractor
batter, obtained a search warrant, and found dozens of stolen items including chain saws, vehicle parts and
snowmobiles. One defendant was charged and held without bail. As the investigation continued, Troopers
discovered several active one pot methamphetamine labs, a stolen vehicle and other stolen property. Two
additional defendants were arrested and charged.

July 20217 SP Plattsburgh responded to a report of a missing person. The investigation led to the discovery
of a deceased female victim and her stolen vehicle. Two suspects were arrested and charged with Murder
1st and 2" degree, Kidnapping 1st degree, Possession of Stolen Property 3 degree and Conspiracy 2n
degree. One of the suspects had been arrested twice in the months before the murder on drug charges but
was released.
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TROOP C Arrests 2,637

Calls for Service 48,393
Accidents 5,399

Total Vehicle and Traffic Tickets 70,926
Distracted Driving Tickets 1,478
Move Over Tickets 1,204

Troop C serves Broome, Chenango, Cortland,
Delaware, Otsego, Tioga, and Tompkins
Counties.

In the year of 2021, members in Troop fiCo responded to
involved Troopers, two involved assisting outside agencies.

On August 5, 2021, Troopers responded to a call of a person shot at a residence in the town of Delhi.
The victim was transported to Albany Medical Center by LifeNet with non-life-threatening injuries.
Suspect, 59-year-old Roger Lynch, fled and was spotted by Sergeant Michael Woytach, EMNCO and off-
duty Technical Sergeant James Gregory. The suspect barricaded himself inside his town of Franklin
residence. Sergeant Woytach and Technical Sergeant Gregory were approaching the house when the
suspect fired a shotgun in their direction. Sergeant Woytach was able to engage the suspect in
negotiations for over 9 hours. The following morning, Lynch emerged onto a porch and pointed a shotgun
at members. Lynch was shot by SORT member, Trooper Elijah Grubb. Lynch was pronounced deceased
on scene.

On December 22, 2021, Trooper Justin Miller, SP Sidney, was the first to respond to a domestic dispute
at a residence in the village of Unadilla. The suspect, 24-year-old Mark A. Beilby, was armed with a knife
and ignored repeated commands to drop the weapon. Beilby threw knives at Trooper Miller and raised
another knife in a threatening manner and advanced toward Trooper Miller. Trooper Miller shot Beilby
who later died at Wilson Hospital.

On April 6, 2021, Troopers and members of the Bureau of Criminal Investigation assisted the City of
Oneonta Police with an officer involved shooting. When officers responded they found the suspect, a 23-
year-old male, armed with a knife. He had stabbed a woman, and as he was attempting to stab is own

child, he was shot and killed by an Oneonta PD Sergeant. An investigation by the New York State
Attorney General 6s Of f iwasqustfied in hislactiohnsat t he Sergeant

On October 4, 2021, Troopers and members of the Bureau of Criminal Investigation assisted the Village
of Walton Police with an officer involved shooting. Officers responding to a mental health call were
confronted by suspect, 66-year-old Paul J. Weeden, who was in possession of what appeared to be a
gun. Weeden was shot and pronounced deceased on scene.



TROOP D Arrests 4,571

Calls for Service 75,646
Accidents 8,047
Total Vehicle and Traffic Tickets 96,159

Distracted Driving Tickets 2,737
Move Over Tickets 739

Troop D serves Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Madison,
Oneida, Onondaga, and Oswego Counties.

yi- January 20217 On January 11, 2021, Troopers Sean A. lles, and
Joseph R. Fay, both from SP Watertown, responded to a local motel
in the town of Watertown for a disorderly subject. Once on scene with
a Jefferson County Sheriff Deputy, they heard moaning coming from
within the room. They opened the door and discovered the room was
on fire, with intense heat and heavy smoke, and they could not see

= the male victim. Trooper lles and the deputy crawled into the room

s and located the victim on the floor. Trooper Fay entered the room to
assist with removing the victim, who was flown by helicopter to receive
medical treatment for his injuries.

September 2021 1 State Police in Lee Center/Sylvan Beach and Oneida BCI investigated a homicide that
occurred in Annsville. A 30-year-old male was found deceased with what appeared to be a gunshot
wound to the head. The suspect was his 27-year-old brother. The investigation revealed the brother shot
the victim after an argument. Further investigation revealed that a 31-year-old brother, who was also
present, stabbed the victim after he was shot. The two men were arrested on murder charges.

March 20211 Troopers David M. Henrie, and John P. Moretti Ill, both of SP Lysander, responded to a

residential fire in the town of Van Buren. A 23-year-old male was trapped in a smoke-filled second-floor

bedr oom. With the assistance of the On-thnkihgDmmpeSGounty S|
stacked several garbage bins on top of each other to form a makeshift ladder, which the individual was

able to climb onto and down to safety.

September 2021 - Inv. Anthony Halsey, Troop D Violent Gangs and Narcotics Enforcement Team
(VGNET), began an investigation into a man who was selling cocaine out of his residence in the Syracuse
suburb of Cicero. The members of Troop D VGNET conducted an in-depth investigation which culminated
in the execution of a search warrant by members of Troop D VGNET and the Community Stabilization
Unit (CSU). During the execution of the search warrant members recovered approximately 1.5 pounds of
cocaine, $34,978 in cash, a 2015 Audi Q5 SUV, and drug paraphernalia indictive of a major drug
distribution ring.

September 2021 1 Trooper Andre S. Wiley, SP Lysander, responded to a house fire in the town of Van
Buren. Trooper Wiley arrived to find the home on fire and emitting heavy black smoke. An 81-year-old
female resident was unaccounted for. Despite the rapidly deteriorating conditions, Trooper Wiley entered
the home and located the unresponsive elderly woman on the second floor. Trooper Wiley carried the
woman out of the burning home, where she regained consciousness. The woman is expected to make a
full recovery.



TROOP E

Arrests 3,997
Calls for Service 64,572
Accidents 6,898

Total Vehicle and Traffic Tickets 99,356
Distracted Driving Tickets 2,186
Move Over Tickets 546

Troop E serves Cayuga, Chemung, Livingston,
Monroe, Ontario, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben,
Wayne, and Yates Counties.

March 2021 1 SP Canandaigua Troopers Brian M. Hotchkiss, Jason A.

Stirk, Eric J. Bergstresserand EricJ . Del ecki, al ong with t he
Department, were dispatched regarding a missing 2-year-old who had

wandered from a residence about an hour earlier. After searching for an

hour and with darkness approaching, Trooper Hotchkiss climbed a steep

mountain and observed the child sitting on a rock in the middle of a stream.

He then carried her down the mountain saving her from certain hypothermia

and possibly death.

March 2021 i Trooper Robert J. Webster, SP Bath, responded to a 911 call
for the report of an unresponsive infant. Trooper Webster located the child and began the infant Heimlich
maneuver. The child responded with labored breathing and after a second Heimlich maneuver the child
began to actively cry. The child was transported to the hospital and made a full recovery.

April 2021 7 Troopers Frank C. Denoto, and Ryan M. Schwab, SP

Wolcott, responded to the report of an ice rescue in the town of Huron.

Upon arrival, Trooper Denoto observed a man stranded on the ice and

unable to get back to shore. Trooper Denoto borrowed a
paddle boat and kayak and went into the lake to save the man. Trooper

Denoto was able to get to the man and directed him to sit in the kayak.

As they were headed back to the dock, the man fell out of the kayak,

but Trooper Denoto was able to hold on to him until the local fire department could assist. Without regard

to his own safety, TroompdckoulDteanlmlty 6ssawaid ctkhiaxc tmamd&s ul i f e

During the months of January and February 2021, members of VGNET (Elmira Unit) conducted multiple
undercover purchases of marihuana from Carlos Colon, an upper-level marihuana dealer in Chemung
County. On March 18, 2021, VGNET investigators executed a search warrant at Colons residence.
Investigators seized approximately 97 pounds of packaged processed marihuana, 10 handguns, seven
long guns, including assault rifles, and over $50,000 in US currency. As a result of the investigation, Colon
and his girlfriend were arrested and indicted on a combined 191 counts. These counts include marihuana
charges, gun charges, endangering the welfare charges and cruelty to animal charges.





















